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AGRICULTTEAL PRODTCTION AND TRRT!

Two of the prominerit features of the 2-year sCJnorj. urogram in North
Korea are increased sgricultural production end promotiot »~f irrigatlon projects.
With resard to increased agricultural products, 18,597 additiorel chongbo [one M
chongbo equals 2.45 acrsg7 of land were planted in 1949, an increase of 0.8 ¥
percent over 1948. This additlonzl acreage will be increased to 43,4997 chongbo
in 1950, The agricultural products needed 1n the 1ight industries also will be
Increassd by k3.4 percent in 1947 over 1946 and by D2.6 percent In 1950.

It is the intention of the government to do everything to brirg adout the
: proposed incr:ase of agricultural ~roducts by claaring new langd, recialming
. shandored mreable lsud, irrigating &y len?, etc, To increage 1ndustrial caw N
raterials speclal empnavis 15 beoing placed upon the production of flax, hemp . ’
cntton, tobacco, etc,

Phe 2-yewr eco.Omic Progsil cAlis Tor giein preduction ia 1949 of 2,858,531
-7 tons and 3,')29,14h1 tons 1n 1950, Of chim there will be 1,510,1GC tons of rice
in 1949 end 1,573,250 tons of rice in 195C, The outliook for cottom production
1n 19%9 1e estimsted at about 48,155 tuna snd 56,415 tona in 1650, Flax pro-
duction 18 estimated at cbout G,558 tene in 1949 and 7,895 tons in 1954, To-
bacco production in 19%G 1s estimated at about 13,228 tons and 15,267 tous in
1_9:,09

.. Wo all reslize the importance of fertilizar iun farming, The Bungnam Ferti-
s 11zer Company has plecgec. to produce and distribute a total of 263,435 vons of
fertilizer in 1943,

With reference to farming equipment, North Korean farms tofay have uOTe
and better equipwent than aver. For exarple, there are in North Xcrea today
26,200 threshing machines, ovor 58 000 weeding mechipes, more thdn 32,400 ferm
animela, 45 trucks, and 275,080 cattle.
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The 1949 trrigation plan calle for a =nev irrigation project in Byongan Namdo
&nd cont Inous <dork on 30 other projects undertaken previcusly. Those irrigation
rrojects will suppily water to about 7,340 chongbo of arable land. In 1950, thise
dereage will be ibereassd by =mother 7,301 chougbo, accompanied by 1i new irri-
gation projects,

The teotal area benefited by irrigation in North Korea 1s 155,838 chongho.
The rmumbsr of worker connected directly or indirectliy with the Worth Korean

irrigation syedem 1z ae followe: 786,700 msn working on new projects; 3,033,000 8
patriotic farmers gilving their leisurs time to varioua irrigation projects B
184,300 regular workers working on various projects; 186,500 farmers working .
on 1rrigated farm lands; and 601,500 laborers assisted by 1.137,000 farmers, o
working onland-reclaimaticni, The govermment will invest 1,200,000,600 wou |
for the proposed project; and agr cultural production. upor the completion of
a1l projectsa, Is eixpected to be in vhe neighbarhcod of 1573 000 tons of rice..
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